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NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.07 am]: I take this opportunity to 

inform members that this week is National Volunteer Week, and ask them to reflect on the critical role played by 

more than 32 000 emergency services volunteers in Western Australia. Despite the extreme conditions we face 

from destructive bushfires, cyclones and storms, our communities and state are well served and carefully 

watched over by these dedicated volunteers. The volunteer fire, emergency and marine rescue services continue 

to be there time and again to support people in the wake of natural disasters and emergencies. 

During recent months parts of our state have been burnt, damaged and swamped by challenging bushfires, 

storms and cyclones. Volunteer firefighters have been pushed to their limits as pastoral leases, reserves and 

communities have been impacted by fire.  

Emergency service volunteers in the north have also been working hard to protect their local communities during 

the wet season in the wake of tropical cyclones, damaging winds and flooded rivers. State Emergency Service 

volunteers have removed debris, made sure affected properties are safe and supplied isolated communities 

surrounded by floodwaters with essential goods. These are just some of the incidents our volunteers have been 

called upon to respond to. Around the coast and on Christmas Island, volunteer marine rescue groups continue to 

be on guard to save lives. 

Western Australia’s emergency service volunteers devote hours of their own time to helping others. These 

dedicated people are our neighbours, colleagues, family members and friends. We are extremely fortunate to 

have more than 32 000 of them registered as members of the brigades, units and groups managed by the Fire and 

Emergency Services Authority and local government.  

On behalf of the people of Western Australia, I thank the men and women who volunteer their time to 

emergency services and assure them that they have the state government’s ongoing support for the critical role 

they play. In acknowledging our volunteers, I also recognise the support and tolerance of their families and 

employers for the time they are allowed to be away helping others. There is no rest for our volunteers. As the 

bushfire and cyclone seasons come to a close, the storm season begins. During last year’s storm season 

volunteers responded to more than 100 instances and committed nearly 7 000 hours of their own time to protect 

local Western Australian communities.  

National Volunteer Week is a time for the community to reflect on the work of those who volunteer to help the 

community, and not just emergency service volunteers. As the Minister for Emergency Services, I want to 

remind Western Australians that our community would not be as safe as it is nor as able to respond as well as it 

does every day of the year without the hard work and commitment shown by emergency service volunteers.  

 


